
BRIEFING NOTES 

 
 

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE SEMINAR 23rd May 2018 
Hosted by element 

Key note speech by Ofcom 
 
While the main focus of the day was to brief manufacturers and importers on the Radio 
Equipment Directive and equivalent Standards across the world, there were valuable points 
made that should be of interest and relevance to distributors and resellers and that is the 
main focus of these notes 
 

RED … one year on 
 
The fact that it is the responsibility of “every economic actor” to ensure compliance to RED 
was a point made by Dr. Simon Hindle and later repeated by Amy Hemmings of the Market 
Surveillance & Enforcement department of Ofcom, so what is an “economic actor”?  
Effectively this term covers everyone in the supply chain: 
 

• Manufacturers based in Europe that make product available 
• Importers that place product on the market 
• Representatives acting for the manufacturer in a market 
• Suppliers and Distributors moving the product through to the end-user or consumer 
• Installers supplying the equipment as part of a system 

 
The first three have a long list of things that they are responsible for to ensure that their 
products are compliant.  The Radio Equipment Directive covers (3.1) Safety, (3.1b) EMC 
emissions & immunity and (3.2) RF performance.  The company placing product on the 
market needs to produce a Declaration of Compliance (DoC) confirming that all three 
aspects of the Directive have been covered.  The DoC is supported by a Technical File full of 
evidence to prove they are compliant and this is also available to the authorities. 
 

 
What you should look for 

 
The first thing to look for on “radio equipment” is the CE mark on the product, on the 
packaging and the instructions. 
 

 
 
This mark effectively says this product complied with the relevant standards when it was 
placed on the market. 
 
The second thing to look for is a DoC or abbreviated DoC which should accompany the 
product either on the packaging or in the instructions.  If it is only an abbreviated DoC it 
should also give you an easy route to get the full DoC, often a web page address. 
 
If you have seen a DoC that declares the product to be compliant with the Radio Equipment 
Directive you can feel safe to sell it on to your customer 
 



BRIEFING NOTES 

 
 

What is Radio Equipment? 
 
Seems a simple question but in the context of the Directive it has a particular meaning.  In 
simple terms any product that processes a signal received from-air, or transmits a signal to-
air falls under the Directive. There are obvious things like 
 

• Mobile phones 
• TV signal amplifiers 
• DVB-T receivers 

• Bluetooth speakers 
• Wi-Fi routers 
• Satellite LNB’s 

• Drones 
 

But the list extends to almost every area of life and the examples given were: 
 

• A baby grow with a monitor to detect if the baby rolled over.  The detector was a 
Bluetooth device built-in to the baby grow and therefore the baby grow became a 
radio device and required the relevant compliance and DoC 

• A Samsung fridge with Bluetooth built-in.  The DoC for the fridge had to state 
compliance primarily against the RED 

 
 

When does this affect me? 
 
As the opening section said we are “one year on” with RED, the key dates are below: 
 

• 2014 the Radio Equipment Directive is published 
• 13 June 2016 the Radio Equipment Directive takes effect with a 12 month transition 

period for companies placing product on the market 
• 13 June 2017 end of the transition period 

 
The Radio Equipment Directive affects all of us NOW 
 

• It has been an offence to place radio equipment on the market since June 2017 if it 
does not meet the essential requirement of the Directive, almost a year now 

• It would be an offence to put a CE mark on non-compliant equipment 
• It is an offence not to have a DoC confirming compliance with the Directive. 
• It is the duty of the reseller to ensure they sell compliant equipment now 

 
What if the equipment was compliant with R&TTE when it was placed on the market? 
 
Ofcom gave the example of a manufacturer that had a 1000 products on their shelves on 
12th June 2017 and said that the company could only sell those products on to their 
customers if they made them compliant with RED, whatever that required. 
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Who is enforcing RED? 

 
Up to April this year Ofcom conducted 45 inspections and found 32 products non-compliant, 
a number of these infringements were administrative but some related to performance.  All 
but 4 of the products were made compliant by the manufacturer, the remaining 4 were 
“voluntarily withdrawn from the market”.  Nobody went to prison, nobody was fined (both 
options are available).   
 
So far the focus has been on equipment transmitting signals, the focus now moves on to 
products that receive signals.  
 
In addition to Ofcom, Trading Standards will be doing some of the enforcement work 
although they were not there to update us what they have done I have seen a notice of a 
product withdrawal for a laptop so they are active. 
 
In a nutshell:   
 

RED compliance is the responsibility of everyone in the supply chain. 
The transition period ended a year ago. 

Checking the DoC is the simplest way to ensure that you are compliant. 
 
I hope this helps        Chris Sayers 
 
 
Labgear was the first company to supply signal amplifiers that met the stringent 
requirements of the Radio Equipment Directive.  Launched in April 2017 at the CAI Show we 
continue to promote higher standards in every aspect of what we do, supporting the best 
installers with the best equipment. 
 

 
 
Office Tel: 01234 26 37 37 
Email sales@labgear.co.uk 
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The venue for the seminar – The Williams F1 Centre 
 

It’s a tough job but … 
 
 
 
 


